
 
 
 
TO:            Tom Fortier, Town of Ogunquit
FROM: Jodi Federle
SUBJECT: Septic System Database for the Town of Ogunquit, Maine
DATE:  July 19, 2015
CC:                Forrest Bell

 INTRODUCTION 
This memo describes the initial development of a
Town of Ogunquit. This is in fulfillment of Task 5 of the Maine DEP 319 Phase I grant obtained by the State.
The goal of the septic database is to facilitate municipal management of septic systems
according to their risk of pollution to 
Town departments to ensure that septic systems are properly maintained and 
further action. Recommended next steps include filling in data gaps
considering an ongoing septic system maintenance and inspection pro
The database lists properties in order of highest to lowest priority for ensuring that septic systems are 
maintained and functioning properly. Although there is a thorough S
process to ensure that new septic systems are properly designed and 
whether a system continues to function properly over its 
and real-world experience show that systems of all ages 
including poor maintenance, excessive loading with fats or solids, overloading due to water supply leaks, 
damage from tree roots or vehicles, old age, and even occasional errors in 
Sometimes malfunctions may persist for years with or without
and beaches with bacteria. It is impractical to check all systems in a town or watershed at one time. Therefore, 
a prioritized list was created to direct resources in an orderly and efficient manner
benefit to health and safety.  
The database consists of properties located within 
(914 parcels total). These parcels were organized into several categories for prioritization. 
priority properties are parcels with no 
record of a septic system, but are not found within t
a record of being connected to public sewer that also show up in the T
by known septic parcels that have no
undeveloped or conserved according to the Land Use Office database
their septic systems. Within each of these categories, parcels are
oldest to most recent.   
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describes the initial development of a septic system database created by FB Environmental
This is in fulfillment of Task 5 of the Maine DEP 319 Phase I grant obtained by the State.

The goal of the septic database is to facilitate municipal management of septic systems
risk of pollution to Ogunquit’s streams, estuaries, and beaches. 

that septic systems are properly maintained and will serve
further action. Recommended next steps include filling in data gaps by identifying unknown parcels
considering an ongoing septic system maintenance and inspection program at the municipal level

er of highest to lowest priority for ensuring that septic systems are 
. Although there is a thorough State-level permitting and inspection 

process to ensure that new septic systems are properly designed and built, there is no program that
function properly over its service life of approximately 

that systems of all ages sometimes malfunction for a
intenance, excessive loading with fats or solids, overloading due to water supply leaks, 

damage from tree roots or vehicles, old age, and even occasional errors in the design 
persist for years with or without the homeowner’s knowledge, polluting streams 

and beaches with bacteria. It is impractical to check all systems in a town or watershed at one time. Therefore, 
a prioritized list was created to direct resources in an orderly and efficient manner 

The database consists of properties located within the Ogunquit River watershed in the Town of Ogunquit
These parcels were organized into several categories for prioritization. 

with no septic or public sewer record on file, followed by built lots with a 
but are not found within the Town’s septic service records, followed by parcels with 

sewer that also show up in the Town’s septic service records
by known septic parcels that have not serviced their system since 2013, followed by parcels 

cording to the Land Use Office database. Low priority parcels regularly service 
Within each of these categories, parcels are further prioritized

SEPTIC SYSTEM DATABASEMEMORANDUM
& Bill Baker, Ogunquit Conservation Commission 

septic system database created by FB Environmental for the 
This is in fulfillment of Task 5 of the Maine DEP 319 Phase I grant obtained by the State. 

The goal of the septic database is to facilitate municipal management of septic systems by ranking systems 
 The database will help 

will serve as a starting point for 
by identifying unknown parcels, and 

gram at the municipal level. 
er of highest to lowest priority for ensuring that septic systems are 

level permitting and inspection 
s no program that checks 

service life of approximately thirty years. Research 
sometimes malfunction for a variety of reasons, 

intenance, excessive loading with fats or solids, overloading due to water supply leaks, 
design and/or installation. 

the homeowner’s knowledge, polluting streams 
and beaches with bacteria. It is impractical to check all systems in a town or watershed at one time. Therefore, 

 to provide the greatest 

in the Town of Ogunquit 
These parcels were organized into several categories for prioritization. The highest 

record on file, followed by built lots with a 
, followed by parcels with 
service records, followed 

, followed by parcels that are 
Low priority parcels regularly service 

further prioritized by building age from 
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HOW THE DATABASE WAS CREATED 
INFRASTRUCTURE RISK FACTORS 
Certain infrastructure factors carry a higher risk of septic system failure. These include design suitability, 
installation quality, maintenance history, and age of system (typical system lifespan is often about thirty 
years). The best proxy for these infrastructure issues is permit history.  
Buildings with water supplies for which there is no wastewater system record (permit or approval) on file with 
either the Town or the State suggest that one or more of these risk factors is present. If a septic system is 
present, but has no permits of any kind on file, it may pre-date the modern permitting and inspection 
procedures, or could have been installed without a permit or supervision. 
Information for this database was obtained for Town parcels within the Ogunquit River watershed from the 
Ogunquit Sewer District and the Land Use Office. Further information and clarification was obtained using 
the Vision Government Solutions Online Assessment database. When discrepancies occurred between Town 
files and the Online Vision database, the most recent Trio Assessment Card was considered the correct source 
of information. Town and/or Maine DEP septic approval dates were not easily located within the Town file 
system. Building age dates were noted for the majority of the septic and remaining unknown parcels to help 
identify systems possibly thirty years or older.   
A total of 914 parcels exist within the Ogunquit River watershed in the Town of Ogunquit. Approximately 
80% of the reviewed parcels could be matched by Map-Block-Lot-Unit number to a wastewater utility 
category in the Vision database. Of the 914 parcels found within the watershed in the Town, 588 parcels are 
connected to public sewer and 218 are on file as having a septic system. Five parcels were found in both the 
public and septic records. There are 103 remaining parcels in the watershed, 55 of which are not found in 
Vision’s database and 48 of which are undeveloped parcels.  
 
SEPTIC DATABASE SPREADSHEET 
The resulting septic system database is a prioritized list of all parcels (built and unbuilt lots) within the 
Ogunquit River Watershed in the Town of Ogunquit. The spreadsheet contains a list of tax parcels that are 
ranked according to order of priority. The priority is as follows: 

1. Category 1, top priority parcels: Unknown parcels without a Maine DEP or Town approval date 
in Town files (i.e., there is no clear record of a septic system at either the State or Town level). Parcels 
are ranked by risk to surface water in case of a system failure by building age from oldest to newest; 
houses built before 1985 (more than thirty years old) are shown in red.   

2. Category 2, second priority parcels: Built parcels without a Maine DEP or Town approval date in 
Town files and which do not exist in the Town’s Septic Service Database and have not been serviced in 
the past three years. Parcels are ranked by risk to surface water in case of a system failure by building 
age from oldest to newest; houses built before 1985 (more than thirty years old) are shown in red.   

3. Category 3, third priority parcels: Built parcels without a Maine DEP or Town approval date in 
Town files that are connected to public sewer AND exist in the Town Septic Service Database and 
have not been serviced in the past three years. Parcels are ranked by risk to surface water in case of a 
system failure by building age from oldest to newest; houses built before 1985 (more than thirty years 
old) are shown in red.   
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4. Category 4, Fourth priority parcels: Built parcels with known septic identified in the Town Septic 
Service Database, but which have not been serviced in the past three years, including 2o15. Parcels are 
ranked by risk to surface water in case of a system failure by building age from oldest to newest; 
houses built before 1985 (more than thirty years old) are shown in red.   

5. Category 5, Fifth priority parcels: Unbuilt parcels with no wastewater utility, according to Vision.  
6. Category 6, Low priority parcels: Built parcels with known septic identified in the Town Septic 

Service Database, and which have been serviced in the past three years, including 2o15. Parcels are 
ranked by risk to surface water in case of a system failure by building age from oldest to newest; 
houses built before 1985 (more than thirty years old) are shown in red.    
 

DESCRIPTION OF DATA COLUMNS 
1. Column A: Priority Listing  

Column A is the overall priority given to each parcel based on the prioritization described above.  
 

2. Column B: Parcel Number 
Column B provides the Map-Block-Lot-Unit number for each parcel.  
 

3. Column C: Location 
Column C provides the parcel address, if available. 
 

4. Column D: Parcel Owner 
Column D lists the parcel owner or grantee, if available. 
 

5. Columns E-G: Owner Mailing Address 
Column E= Address 
Column F = City 
Column G = State 
 

6. Column H: Wastewater Utility Type 
Column H provides the known wastewater utility listing according to the Ogunquit Sewer District 
and Vision Database. Lots with a building date that are without a utility listing in Vision are labeled 
“Unknown”, lots without a building date and no utility listing are labeled “None”. 
 

7. Column I: Serviced since 2010 
Indicates whether a septic system has been serviced since 2010, as recorded by the land use office.  
 

8. Column J: Serviced since 2013 
Indicates whether a septic system has a serviced since 2013.   
 

9. Column K: Year House Built 
Recorded year that house was built, according to the Vision Database. 
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10. Column L: Additional Information 
Relevant information recorded. 
 

11. Column N-O: Unique Parcel Type and Total 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR NEXT STEPS 
The septic system database is a tool for protecting public health and safety in the Ogunquit River watershed, 
but in order to be effective, follow-up action is needed. Below are recommendations for using the database 
effectively. 

 Use the database to prioritize future municipal septic system management programs. Potential 
programs could include property-owner education efforts, a septic system maintenance ordinance (e.g., 
minimum pump-out intervals), targeted follow-up to instances of high bacteria counts at stream and 
beach sites (e.g., dye-test of wastewater systems in adjacent high risk buildings), or an in-depth survey 
of buildings that have no permitted wastewater system. For buildings with no septic system permits, 
in particular, it is likely that some of these buildings have systems, but their permits have either been 
misfiled or pre-date current state or town databases. A community task force to examine these options 
is recommended. 

 Create a community task force to examine these recommendations and discuss the potential use of the 
database.  

 Invite regional partners, such as the Maine Department of Marine Resources and Maine Healthy 
Beaches to task force meetings. 

 Make annual updates to the database using the Vision Database to accurately reflect Trio Land 
Assessment cards. 

 Expand the current database to include all parcels within the Ogunquit River watershed (Towns of 
Wells, South Berwick, and York). 


