
 
Special Emergency Meeting of the Select Board  

February 4, 2019  
Minutes 

 
The Ogunquit Select Board convened for an emergency meeting on Monday, February 
4, 2019. The meeting was called to order by Select Board Chair Charles L. Waite III 
at 2:00 p.m. 
 
Select Board Members present were: Charles L. Waite, III, Chair, John M. Daley, Vice 
Chair Richard A. Dolliver, Madeline S. Mooney, and Robert N. Winn, Jr. 
 
Also present were Town Manager Patricia Finnigan, Special Counsel Jonathan Pottle and 
members of the public. 
 
1. Confirm Retention on January 29, 2019 of Special Counsel re: Recall Petitions 

and Related Litigation 
 
Select Board Chair asked for a motion. Select Board Member Madeline Mooney made a 
motion, seconded by Select Board Member Robert Winn Jr. to confirm and ratify the 
engagement of Eaton Peabody as Special Counsel regarding the Recall Petitions and 
related litigation that was approved by 4-0 vote of the Select Board at the Meeting of 
the Select Board on January 29, 2019. 
 
Members of the public in attendance asked to be heard on this issue. The Following 
people spoke: 
 
1. Amy Forbes - Asked why the Select Board was hiring an additional law firm. She 

was concerned about the money being spent on legal fees and the negativity in 
the town. 
 

2. Bill Sawyer - Speaking as the Chair of the Budget Committee, he said he 
was concerned about the legal expenses and that the legal budget would 
likely be exceeded. 
 

3. Heath Ouellette - Said he was concerned that the Select Board Members have a 
conflict of interest by voting to hire a new law firm regarding the recall. He said 
the Select Board was not following its Code of Ethics by not respecting the 
process and not considering all viewpoints. 
 

4. Jerry DeHart - Asked why the letter from his Attorney regarding the recall 
process had not been included in the Feb. 5 Select Board meeting packet.  



 
5. Mark McLeod - Said the Select Board had violated Maine law due to how the 

January 29 meeting was conducted. 
 
At the end of public comment, the motion was re-stated. 
 
The Motion passed 3 to 2 (Select Board Members John Daley and Richard 
Dolliver opposed) 

 
2.  Executive Session  
 
 Pursuant to 1 M.R.S. § 405.6.E, consultation with Special Counsel regarding the 

Select Board's legal rights and duties regarding pending litigation pertaining to 
recall petitions. 
 
Motion made by Select Board Member Mooney and seconded by Select Board Member 
Winn to go into Executive Session pursuant to Title 1 M.R.S. section 405.6.E to consult 
with Special Counsel to discuss among other matters the Board's legal rights and 
duties regarding pending litigation regarding the recall petitions. 
 
After discussion by the Select Board Members regarding whether an Executive 
Session was necessary, the motion passed 4 to 1. The Select Board went into Executive 
Session at approximately 2:15 p.m. 
 
At the conclusion of the Executive Session with Special Counsel the Select Board 
returned to public session. Select Board Member Mooney made a motion to come out of 
Executive Session which was seconded by Select Board Member Winn. The motion 
passed. 
 
There being no other business to come before the Board, Select Board Member 
Mooney made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Select Board Member Winn. The motion 
passed. 
 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 3:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Patricia A. Finnigan 
Town Manager 


