
 
OGUNQUIT CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 
AUGUST 19, 2010 

 
 

A.    ROLL CALL   7:00 p.m.  
 

Mr. Horn called the Roll with the following results: 
 
Members Present: Mike Horn, Chairperson 

Brad Sterl, Vice Chairperson 
   Doug Mayer 

Bob Joyner 
Everett Leach (1st Alternate) 

   
Members Excused:  Madeline Brown (Secretary) 
 
B.     MINUTES   June 17, 2010   (Meeting of July 22 cancelled) 
 
Mr. Mayer Moved to Accept the Minutes from the June 17, 2010 Meeting as Amended. 
MAYER/LEACH 5/0 UNANIMOUS 
 
C.     UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
1. Greening of Ogunquit - 3rd July Report, Mailings - Joyner, Brown 
 
Mr. Joyner informed the Commission that the Greening Day was a big success. He stated that the 
residential mailing is in progress, and that the next Greening Meeting will be sometime in 
September. 
 
2.  Ogunquit Beach Dune Fence -Additional Replacement, Signs  
 
Mr. Horn confirmed that he spoke to the Town Manager who agreed to obtain more fencing 
before the end of the season. It doesn’t seem necessary to put up fencing along the boundary of 
the Sewer Treatment plant. The dunes there are heavily treed and there doesn’t seem to be a 
problem with people going up into the dunes in that area.  
 
Mr. Horn informed the Commission that they have more “no trespassing” signs which might be 
put up around the second part of the beach. There seems to be more foot traffic into the dunes in 
that area, in fact there is a well worn footpath. 
 
Mr. Mayer agreed to help install some of the additional signs.  
 
Mr. Leach asked if the dune fencing would come down during the winter months and be 
reinstalled in the spring. 
 
Mr. Horn agreed that they might leave the stakes in place and remove the fencing for the winter. 
 
Mr. Mayer asked if the fencing might be installed up on the scarp. 
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Mr. Joyner was opposed to this for aesthetic reasons. The rest of the Commission agreed that this 
would not be the best location for the fencing. 
 
It was agreed that the fencing should be put up where it has always been, and that the fencing 
would be removed for the winter and the supporting stakes left in place. 
 
3.  Conservation Tracts Berwick Road Plan-- Mayer, Joyner, Horn 
 
Mr. Horn suggested that the next step should be to outline a specific list of topics for discussion 
with the Town Manager. 
 
Mr. Mayer agreed to speak to the abutter of the Town property within the next few weeks. 
 
Mr. Horn informed the Commission that he spoke with Stephen Hallett who informed him that 
the thirty-nine (39) acres on Berwick Road are under contract, however Mr. Hallett would not 
identify the buyer. This property contains six (6) building lots outside of the wetland areas which 
are unbuildable.  
 
Mr. Mayer pointed out that there are also 56 acres on the Captain Thomas Road which are for 
sale.  
 
4.  Septic Pump Out-Resident Mailing-Horn 
 
Mr. Horn informed the Commission that letters have been sent to all of the Town’s residents who 
have septic systems. Letters have also been sent to area septic pumping companies, everyone has 
been informed of the new Town Ordinance regarding pumping and reporting. In addition the 
Code Enforcement Officer has offered to visually inspect any septic system the Commission 
feels necessary. 
 
Mr. Mayer suggested it would be beneficial to have the locations of septic systems linked to the 
Healthy Beaches test results. 
 
Mr. Joyner agreed and added that test results should be linked into the sewer system as well. He 
also pointed out that there are a few large properties in town which are still on septic, such as 
Beach Plum Farm and the Playhouse. 
 
Mr. Horn informed the Commission that the Code Enforcement Officer told him that there are 
two properties on the York / Ogunquit line which appear to have failing septic systems.  Both 
properties are in York and inspection will require the cooperation of the York Code Enforcement 
Office, which has stated that they are too busy to get to this at the moment.  In addition to these 
two properties the Pine Ledge Motel on Route One is another failing system which requires 
inspections. All of these properties drain into the Josias River. 
 
Mr. Sterl suggested they look at the Muskie Bill 1969 which requires towns to address 
contamination effecting abutting towns. 
 
Mr. Mayer stressed that water clean up must be a regional project and that adjoining towns need 
to work together. 
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5.         Ogunquit River Watershed Committee 
 
Mr. Horn asked the Commission to consider whether or not they should pursue development of a 
watershed committee. 
 
Mr. Joyner responded that the work of the Commission is closely related to the work of the 
Watershed Committee. The primary difference is that the Watershed Committee has a regional 
focus and the Conservation Commission has a more local focus. 
 
Mr. Horn suggested that Roger Brown would be a very good Chair for a Watershed Committee. 
He has not approached Mr. Brown but agreed to speak to him. Mr. Horn sees the Watershed 
Committee as primarily an educational group and he noted that Wells will be a key factor for 
consideration in any watershed committee activities.  
 
Mr. Joyner pointed out the Lawns for Lobsters program in Kennebunkport.  He noted that this is 
a successful pro gram and suggested they take a look at its organization. 
 
6.      Dog Park Tree Removal Meeting 
 
Mr. Mayer confirmed that the Dog Park Committee has agreed to flag all trees to be removed 
and to allow the Conservation Commission to review the trees prior to removal. He also pointed 
out that much of the area to be cleared is dead brush and small trees. The Dog Park Committee is 
committed to leaving mature trees in place. 
 
D.     NEW BUSINESS  
1.      Ogunquit River Corridor Parcels - Mayer, Horn 
 
It was agreed that this topic had already been discussed, also that it would fit well with a 
Watershed Committee’s work. 
 
2. Ogunquit River Clam Flats-Awaiting Results DMR Survey Review- Leach 
 
Mr. Leach informed the Commission that there was no new news. The DMR has informed him 
that they are very busy at the moment and have not had time to prepare their report. There will be 
a representative from the DMR in the Ogunquit area on August 26th.  
 
Mr. Joyner asked if the Commission might contact Representative Dawn Hill. 
 
Mr. Leach responded that they might however they need to go through the Town Manager. 
 
Mr. Horn agreed and suggested Mr. Leach speak to the Town Manager. 
 
Mr. Sterl suggested they also contact Representative Webber who is on the Marine Resources 
Commission. 
 
3. Healthy Beaches-Ogunquit River New Testing-Mayer  
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Mr. Mayer stated that test results indicate that things are getting worse not better. There is 
another water testing scheduled for early September with one more at the end of September. 
 
Mr. Horn confirmed that some test results seem to be way out of line, however the consensus 
seems to be that testing should not be done immediately following a rain event.  
 
Mr. Mayer agreed and noted that torrential rains may overburden already marginal septic 
systems. He also noted that they have not seen any results from the Optical Brightener testing. 
He agreed to contact Healthy Beaches and ask for the OB test results. 
 
Mr. Leach informed the Commission that the Town Lyne Motel pumps river water out of the 
river and uses it to water their lawn. Whenever they do this they get rashes where they come in 
contact with the water.  
 
4. Route 1 & Berwick Road New Sidewalk Workshop-Pervious Materials 
 
Mr. Horn noted that the people of Ogunquit seem to want a paved sidewalk to run from Wells to 
York. He suggested that the Town needs to look at pervious paving material and that Lamar 
Cannon from NEMO might be of assistance. There is a proposed bond on the ballot for the 
August 31st Town Meeting. 
 
Mr. Mayer asked if there was any grant money available. 
 
Mr. Horn responded that the grant money is for a lower rate or lower interest bonds. 
 
5. Annual Dune and River Cleanup Day-Spt. 4t 
Mr. Mayer Moved to Hold a Dune Cleanup Day.  
MAYER/JOYNER 5/0 UNANIMOUS 
   
Mr. Horn informed the Commission that the Volunteers for Peace have agreed to help once 
again. 
 
The Commission reviewed last years schedule and agreed to follow it again this year. 
    
E.     REPORTS 
1.    Commission Website Changes-Joyner 
 
Mr. Joyner stated the he would be putting a link on the website to MPBN for Mr. Horn’s 
interview. 

 
2.    ConCom as 4th July Fireworks Dune Monitor 
 
Mr. Horn informed the Commission that the Fireworks Monitoring was a huge success. There 
was some confusion with the Plover fencing however everything went relatively smoothly.  
 
 
 
 
F.      OTHER  
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Mr. Sterl Moved to Return Meeting Start Times Back to 6:30 as of the September 16th 
Meeting. 
STERL / MAYER 5/0 UNANIMOUS 
 
Mr. Mayer informed the Commission that Mt A to the Sea held a flyover over Ogunquit. 
Planning Board members Craig Capone and Tim Pinkham both participated. The Town Manager 
was scheduled to go as well but had to cancel at the last moment. 
 
Mr. Mayer also noted that there has been talk about removal of the first dune crossover.  There 
are problems with people going up into the dunes there. There has been large amounts of trash 
and other things in the dunes, and a footpath has been worn into the dunes in that location.  
 
Mr. Leach asked if the August 24th Healthy Beaches Meeting is open to the public. 
 
Mr. Horn responded that it is not. This meeting is for the HB to present a shorter version of the 
End of the Year Report which will be presented at a public meeting to the Select Board at a later 
date.  
 
G.    ADJOURNMENT – 
Mr. Mayer Moved to Adjourn at 8:30 p.m. 
MAYER/STERL 5/0 UNANIMOUS 
 
 
 
          Respectfully Submitted 
 
 
 
          ________________________ 
          Maryann Stacy 
          Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
Approved on September 23, 2010 


