Ogunquit Conservation Commission

Minutes for Thursday, April 20, 2017
Dunaway Center, 6:30 pm

Present:  Bill Baker, Doug Mayer, Bill Lee, Pam Sawyer, Cindy Douglass


Observers and participants: Kirsten Ross, Margaret Weeks
March Minutes:  Cindy Douglass moved to have the March minutes approved with the corrected spelling of J.P. Argenti’s name. Bill Lee and Pam Sawyer seconded, motion carried.
ONGOING BUSINESS:
Maine Association of Conservation Commissions

a. 
Board of Directors: Pam Sawyer found the website on her phone and read about MACC’s work and resources. Bill Baker will go to Brunswick for the annual meeting on May 13 and serve on their Board. 
b. Contact list of Commissions: Cindy Douglass, Pam Sawyer, and Doug Mayer thought that we should know what other conservation commissions in other communities are planning; this annual meeting is a good opportunity to begin discovering this.
Environmental Award:  Bill Baker passed around the plaque that will be given to this year’s recipient of the Conservation Commission’s Environmental Award. There was general approval; Bill Baker will contact the recipient and the Select Board for a date for the presentation.
Regional beach manager meeting Monday: Bill Baker briefly discussed the point of this meeting that it was for those who would be working at the beach this summer – the lifeguards and water testers, for example. 
Piping plover monitors: Bill Baker suggested others might want to become piping plover monitors who weren’t already; Kirsten pointed out that she had seen 11 piping plovers recently. Pam Sawyer asked if she had seen any dogs. Kirsten had. Bill Baker had not. A lot of discussion centered on the dog problems on the beach when they were not allowed.
10 and 12 Beach Plum Lane: Bill Baker reported that the CEO’s office had not heard if the trustees of the property had taken this to Superior Court; Kirsten Ross that she had heard that they had. Material is ready to submit to the town attorney if it is taken to Superior Court.
Possible extended pier ordinance: Bill Baker had talked to the CEO about an ordinance against further pier building. The CEO will have an ordinance ready for the November ballot. Cindy Douglass suggested we have up to three ordinances readied for the November ballot to protect the town’s resources.
PFC well testing: Pam Sawyer reported on her efforts to have the well at the town crew garage tested for PFCs. There does not seem to be a problem with having this accomplished. 
Third party easements on town land: Doug Mayer suggested that if something is not prohibited, then it is allowed; moreover, the town already issues easements to third parties, such as the Ogunquit Sewer
and the KKWD. There is nothing prohibiting easements.


Cindy Douglass suggested that third party easements for conservation land could be the substance of another possible November conservation ordinance.

Trail for Ogunquit Town Woods: Doug Mayer thought it was not too soon to begin planning the trails through the Ogunquit Town Woods. He will try to blaze the trails, though before we begin the actual trail making, he thought we should go to the Select Board. Kirsten Ross suggested that he talk to the CEO instead; Doug agreed.
Other:  Doug Mayer called our attention to section 109.2 of the Municipal Code, that this limits the town’s use of the land by the designation, in this case, ‘conservation land.’  This could supplant the need for the third party easement.
Adjournment:  Pam Sawyer made a motion that the meeting be adjourned at 7:52; Bill Lee, motion carried.
Respectively submitted,

Bill Baker

Chair, Ogunquit Conservation Commission

