OGUNQUIT CONSERVATION COMMISSION
November 21, 2019
6:30 PM
Meeting Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chair Doug Mayer

Present: Doug Mayer, Pamela Sawyer, Val Kaufmann, Laura Brogan, George Cundiff, Patience
Prescott Sundaresan, Bill Lee

Minutes

Motion to accept Minutes from October 17, 2019 with amendments made by Patience, second by
Val, motion carried

New Business

Long Term Goals - Committee Discussed Long term goals that the Commission would like to
tackle they included:

Continue to Monitor Water Testing on the Beach and in the Estuary: determine which
entities are doing the testing (when and where), how and where are results logged,
determine what plans of action need to be taken if levels are out of normal range and who
is responsible for this, and explore the source of the abnormal readings. Investigate storm
water drains along the beach (both Main and Little Beach).

In Jan/Feb 2020, review the language in the Pesticide/Herbicide Ordinance to see if it is
still appropriate. Discussed the potential for a workshop.

Continue to be advocates for “green space” and advise the Town of OGT on purchasing
land that is suitable for conservation space only.

Establish a more visible partnership with the public and create more awareness of the
ConCom’s role and activities through a myriad of events. Work with other committees
such as Marginal Way Committee to achieve goals.

Protect the Estuary

Promote Clean Air Initiatives

Protection of the surf break at the Ogunquit River mouth as a natural resource of the
Town

Storm Water - specifically outfall pipe on Marginal Way above third little beach.
Establishing a bike/ pedestrian path between Capt. Thomas and Berwick Road

CEO requested help developing a waiver request form for prohibited pesticide use. Sample to be
mailed to Commission for edit and review at next meeting.



Planning Board applications — Doug Mayer reviewed the applications brought forth to the
Planning Board for input from the ConCom. Some applications had already been reviewed. The
Commission needs to develop a better system for getting input to the Planning Board within the
time constraints of meeting schedules. A process needs to be put in place that allows both the
Planning Board and ConCom time to review applications in a timely manner while not delaying
the applicant’s request. More discussion is needed on this topic.

CEO was asked about the presence of an “old seawall” by the Footbridge that was made of
asbestos. He is aware of the area and has previously had DEP come to remove broken particles
from the exposed wall. DEP advised not to remove the wall but to monitor it. George Cundiff
said that the shellfish wardens would regularly check the area and report any changes to the
CEO.

A question was asked whether foam was used to fight the Blue Water Inn fire in 2015.
According to the Fire Chief’s log, 50-70 gallons of class A foam was used. Both DEP and the

National Response Center were notified — no action was needed.

Ongoing Business

Status of Signage on the Beach: No Trespassing on Dunes signs, No Dogs signs. Update
¢ No change from the previous meeting, signs still missing in strategic areas
e ConCom members suggested that a “No Dog” sign be placed on River Road near the
Clam Flat sign — still not done.

Beach water testing - Update
¢ FB Environmental contract renewed to continue testing.
e George Cundiff said that he will continue monitor dogs in the area of the clam flats.

Patience is working with the Town Assessor to develop an updated list of “open land” both
public and private in OGT.

Other

The Conservation Commission will be honoring Michael Horn as a Founding member of the
Conservation Commission and his 12 years of service to the town in the Annual Report 2018-19.

The report will also talk about the signage on the beach and estuary, marking the areas of plover
breeding grounds, collaboration with the Ogunquit Playhouse to continue to keep the area around
the Josias River in the Resource Protection Zone and continue look for conservation land for the
Town of OGT to acquire.

Adjournment: 8:15 p.m.

Next Meeting: December 19, 2019 at 6:30 p.m.



