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Ogunquit Conservation Commission Minutes 
Thursday, March 15, 2018,  
Dunaway Center, 6:30 pm 

 
Present:  Bill Baker, Bill Lee, Pamela Sawyer, Doug Mayer 
Excused: Cindy Douglass  
 
Call to Order:     The meeting was called to order at 6:35 pm by Chair Bill Baker. 
 
Approval of February 15, 2018 Minutes:  
 
Bill Lee made the motion to accept the February 15, 2018 minutes with changes in the section 1 
of Ongoing Business; the new language should be “the proposed ordinances would be the same 
as the State requirements; seconded by Bill Baker, motion carried. 
 
Ongoing Business:  

1. Beach conditions and Fencing 

Bill Baker alerted the Town Manager about the condition of the snow fencing on the 
beach that has been displaced and/or destroyed by the last winter storm.  He asked if 
it will be replaced and if so recommended that it be placed closer to the Oceanside as 
opposed to the dune side.  The Town Manager told him that the fencing would be 
replaced by April, 1 2018.  Both Bill Baker and Pamela Sawyer took pictures of the 
current condition of the fencing 

2. 2018 Ogunquit Conservation Commission Environmental Award 

The presentation of the Award will take place at an April or May Select Board 
Meeting.  Bill Baker will obtain a plaque and inform this year’s candidate. 

3. Conservation Commission presentation at Select Board Workshop March 20, 
2018 

The material for the presentation by the Conservation Commission has been finalized 
and reviewed by the Committee.  Bill Baker, Chair or Doug Mayer, Co-Chair will 
present the material.  All members of the committee were encouraged to attend.  
Pamela Sawyer stated that she could not attend secondary to a planned trip. 

4. Dog waste pamphlet and flyer – parking lot rules 

Cindy Douglass developed a draft flyer describing the Town Ordinance for Dogs on 
the Beach.  The committee thought it was well done.  There was discussion if there 
should be two flyers; one for the beach and one for the rest of the Town.  The current 
ordinance also states that when dogs are legally permitted on the beach they may be 
on lease or under voice control; need to validate this.  The committee as a whole felt 
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that fines should be raised and a better enforcement mechanism needs to be in place.  
Pam said that she would contact Cindy to help with the flyer(s). Doug Mayer, stated 
that if anyone saw a dog in a restricted area that they should call the police or 
“Animal Control Officer” to come and assess the violation, rather than approach the 
owner of the dog. 

5. Trail Clean-Up May 2, 2018 

The Con-Com will be requesting permission from the Select Board to clear and 
establish a relatively short connector / loop trail near the northern boundary of the 
Ogunquit Town Woods. The proposed trail would expand the existing trail system 
and allow people access to the Town Woods without abusing private land.  
 
According to Doug Mayer, approximately 15 volunteers are needed for the clean-up.  
They will need rakes and loppers/hand saws to cut back brush, gloves and wear long 
pants.  Liberty Mutual has offered a group of volunteers to help with this project.  If 
possible a site walk will be held by the committee in the next couple of weeks to 
assess the work. Bill and or Doug will make sure that this is approved by the Town. 
 

6. Proposed Changes in Stream Protection Zone 

A discussion was conducted regarding the proposed changes to zoning ordinances 
affecting Stream Protection.  The committee’s main focus is the protection of streams, 
beaches and estuaries.  The Con-Com at this time needs further information as to 
whether it supports the changes in this Ordinance; currently the feeling is that the 
standard to exceed the State Requirement remains in effect. 

7. Maine Board of Conservation Commissions Meeting – No Report 

Other Business 

 Leavitt Stream Report  

The Ogunquit River Watershed 2017 “Water Quality Monitoring Report” stated once 
again that there are sites along the downstream portion of the Leavitt Stream that showed 
high bacteria counts during wet weather. It was suggested that this is from a combination 
of wildlife and dog fecal waste (as determined by DNA analyses).  Recommendations by 
FB Environmental Associates included installing pet waste signs, stenciled catch basins 
and distributed proper septic system maintenance in the Leavitt Stream sub-watershed. 

There is a proposed Subcommittee for “Future Land Use and Mapping” by the Planning 
Board.  Cindy Douglass has volunteered to be on this. 

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 pm.  Next meeting is April 19, 2018 at 6:30 pm at the 
Dunaway Center 

 Respectively Submitted:  Pamela Sawyer, Conservation Commission 


