
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
OHPC MEETING MINUTES FOR JANUARY 10th 2018  
 
The meeting was called to order at 11:05 by Chairman Sumner Nystedt 
 
Members present: 
Helen Horn 
Marcia Williams 
Jerry DeHart 
Leonard Wyman  Vice Chairman 
 
In attendance: Madeleine Brown, liaison to The Ogunquit Select Board.  
Also in attendance: Peter Breen and his sister, Nancy Breen of 110 & 123 Stearns Rd.  
 
PUBLIC INPUT: Members of The Breen Family were on hand to get clarification as to the 
historic significance of an abutting property to their home, Rockcrest Estate, at 96 Stearns Rd. 
While more research must be done on this site by The OHPC, it appears to be a classic example 
of Historic Maine Architecture, and is undeniably one of the oldest homes in that neighborhood. 
Rockcrest is about to be placed up for sale, and The Commission will monitor the situation, as its 
disposition moves forward.  
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
 
*The OHPC AGENDA for the next 6 months was put forth to the members. We will ask that it 
be posted online and in The Code Enforcement Office.   
Motion to accept by Sumner Nystedt, seconded by Helen Horn. Approved unanimously.  
 
*The final review of the newly proposed Guidelines/ Checklist Procedures, and Application for 
Submissions Forms to be instituted by The OHPC were presented by Sumner Nystedt.   
Jerry DeHart asked that The Checklist be amended to read, "Copies of the GIS location of 
subject property, AND ABUTTING PROPERTIES. A 171/2 x 11 image should be furnished.  
 
*Jerry DeHart pointed out the need for changing the contact information of The OHPC cover 
letter from the previous Chair, Newell Perkins, over to that of Sumner Nystedt 
 
A motion was made by Jerry DeHart to accept the new Forms with the modification. Seconded 
by Helen Horn. Passed unanimously.   
 
*Marcia Williams presented the initial findings for the laborious task of cataloguing the 
numerous pre-1930's structures within Ogunquit. It is the goal of The OHPC to grade them by 
historical and architectural significance. We have concluded that some of the listings on The 
Sanford Map no longer fit our criteria for review due to numerous changes over the years. In the 
ensuing months, we will begin utilizing VISION APPRAISAL as a tool to assist in this process. 
Sumner Nystedt will be reporting on the viability of the mentioned computer program at the next 
meeting.  
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It is the objective of The OHPC to institute the proposed grading system in order to streamline 
the current application procedures.  
We will be taking this matter up for further discussion at our next meeting.  
A special thank you to Marcia Williams for cross referencing the existing Commission files with 
the Sanford Listings.  
 
*At our last meeting, the OHPC agreed upon the need for the GIS Locations of two historic 
points, The Dolphin Post at the mouth of the Ogunquit River, and the Mile Marker along the 
King's Highway. Mike Horn had discussed the proposed project with the original surveyor, and 
estimated the cost to be $500.00.  Sumner Nystedt volunteered to discuss the feasibility of this 
expenditure with CEO, Scott Heyland, and to present more information at the next OHPC 
Meeting.   
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Maryann Stacy presented information to The OHPC regarding designations by The Maine 
Historic Preservation Commission's, Dr Arthur Spiess, Senior Archeologist, of five specific 
prehistoric (pre-Colombian) sites within Ogunquit. Long before European settlers migrated to the 
shores of The Seacoast, several Indian tribes had encampments in Ogunquit, drawn to our area 
by the waterways, fishing, hunting and arable soil.   
 
Maryann, who has worked on various archeological sites, pointing out that many of the areas, 
rich in artifacts tend to be in the context of waterways, or highland areas along the coast.  
Commission Member, Leonard Wyman made note of many Indian artifacts discovered by The 
Littlefield's during work in the area of the old High Rock Hotel property.  
He went on to talk about the area to the north of Beach Street, running down to The Ogunquit 
River that The Littlefield Family had graded in the 1920's. During the excavation, a major Indian 
Burial Ground was discovered. At the time, it was thought that it held the bodies of many Native 
Americans, who succumbed to smallpox, brought down from the Canadian Maritimes by 
mariners. Given the era, there was no attempt to conserve the remains, and they were taken by 
wagon to an unknown destination in Wells.  
 
Maryann pointed out the current Ogunquit Zoning Ordinance 9.22, "....intended to prevent the 
disturbance of sites with potential or identified archeological significance until their importance 
is documented." She further noted, with the heavily concentrated development that's taken place 
within Ogunquit over the past fifty years, many potential sites have lost their archeological value. 
It was suggested by Jerry DeHart that if a major subdivision were to planned in one of the five 
designated areas, it would be appropriate to ask for archeological test pits.  
Another area of possible significance as a repository of post 1500's artifacts is along the sides of 
The Old King's Highway.  
 
The OHPC Members would like to thank Maryann Stacy for her hard work in highlighting this 
area of Ogunquit's History. It gave many of us a new perspective and appreciation for our Town.  
It was suggested by Jerry DeHart that The OHPC develop a list of archeological sites, possibly 
including a description if necessary levels of surveys needed in those defined areas. In this way, 
the applicant would know the potential impact of such an archeological survey.  
 
Leonard Wyman will attempt to locate a 1920's Archeological Study of Ogunquit by Harvard 
University. This could prove a useful tool in site designations.  
 
 



The OHPC unanimously agreed, in fairness to contractors and homeowners, it is necessary to 
reword Ordinance 9.22. As it currently stands, it is our belief that it's too broad and vague. At our 
next scheduled meeting, we will be working on possible suggestions to bring forward to The 
Planning Board.  
 
OTHER: None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: At 12:42, a motion was made by Jerry DeHart to adjourn, with all business 
before The OHPC concluded. The motion was seconded by Helen Horn, and passed 
unanimously.  
 
*THIS MEETING WAS 
ELECTRONICALLY RECORDED.  
 
**A WORKSHOP HAS TENTATIVELY BEEN SCHEDULED WITH THE BOARD OF 
SELECTMEN FOR TUESDAY, MARCH 6th AT 5:30 
 
Respectfully submitted; 
D. Sumner Nystedt 
Chairman 
OHPC  
 

 


